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step is inevitable to the view that that is right which serves the
individual. On this soil the mercenary soldier may thrive, but
the true soldier is out of fashion and out of season. Herr Banse,
whose subtle processes of fundamentally irrational ratio-
cination are far more dangerous than those of the power-
adoring pan-German professors of pre-war days, asks how the
unheroic racial elements of the German nation can be made
and kept willing to defend their country. The real question,
overlooked by Banse but vital to our country to-day, is: how
can we preserve the fighting spirit of a whole nation when its
moral and religious foundations are being systematically
destroyed, and replaced by a concocted philosophy brutally
forced on it, a philosophy compounded of scepticism, nihilism,
misanthropy, and materialism, with a pretended national
movement of renewal revealing itself as nothing but the will to
power of new leaders?
If I am rightly informed, it is in this vital question for our
nation that the anxieties of not a few of the responsible military
leaders have culminated in recent years. Those who were in
close touch with the corps of officers in Germany before the
War know that it largely included elements of genuine piety.
These, admittedly, were not universal. The current materialism
and the new doctrines of violence and unprincipled "realism"
were beginning to appear not only at the top but lower down in
the scale of seniority. Among the leading generals, Christianity
was beyond question the accepted foundation, not because the
Emperor himself desired it but on account of a genuine faith.
It is difficult to convey a convincing impression of these matters
to the outsider, because this Christian element in the corps of
officers was never obtruded, owing to the easily understood
manly repugnance to the display of feelings deeply and
genuinely entertained.
With this Christian basis stands or fells the character of the
German officer. If the Christian basis disappears, the officer